
Anew computerized hog feeding
system installed by Big Sky Pork is
there to help the company get the

most out of its feed dollars.
The new feed delivery equipment is from

Feedlogic Systems, and offers an opportunity
to more closely monitor feeding within a pro-
duction unit, explained Cliff Ehr, production
manager with Big Sky.

"The reason we looked at it is it allows indi-
vidual pen data to be collected," he said.

In the past feed consumption, and the relat-
ing data of feed conversions and rate of gain
have only been possible on a very broad basis
of a barn, or rooms within a barn. That meant
averaging data of a number of pens of differ-
ent weights, and genetics. With the new sys-
tem, data is collected on a pen-by-pen basis.

With such data, consumption can be moni-
tored daily, said Ehr, adding feed delivery can
be matched more closely to the expected opti-
mum performance of a group of pig based on
factors such as there weight.

"The whole feeding philosophy is driven by
intake, how much the pig can eat," he said.

However, optimizing intake without wast-
ing feed is the key to ensuring better profit
margins since feed remains the major cost in
hog production, with it ranging from 50 to 60
per cent of the cost to market a hog.

Big Sky's robotic systems dispense feed

automatically and the weight and time of
each delivery is recorded and transmitted live
via a wireless network to an off-board com-
puter.

Feedlogic Systems president Drew Ryder
said in a prepared release, 

Feedlogic's technology can provide large
producers such as Big Sky Farms with a com-
petitive edge. 

"With increasing pressure on operating
costs and a continuing difficult market for
hogs, the more producers can do to lower
costs without sacrificing the quality of their
product, the better," he said.

"Focused nutrition management will be
needed to stay profitable and survive current
and future downturns in the industry. The
biggest savings will be realized by producers
that have the software and hardware tools to
understand the current performance in their
barns and make rapid changes to feeding
strategies."

How effective the new system is in control-
ling feed costs is yet to be determined, with
the two units at Big Sky installed for less than
a year.

"I guess it's a little early in the development
of product to know yet," said Ehr.

However, there's no doubting the soundness
of the theory, he said, noting it's logical to
believe feeding pigs of different weights, say
40 and 70 kilograms, will improve their effi-
ciency.

"But, it's something we can't really tie a dol-
lar value to," he said. "It's too preliminary, but
we know there is a cost."

The other factor is balancing whatever sav-
ings are realized with the new system, with
the costs of installing it, which Ehr said is
higher at this point.

Data collected in ensuing months, and what
that data allows in regards to optimizing feed
will eventually determine have cost-effective
the technology will be.At this point though,
Ehr said the system "has done what we antic-
ipated it could did." •

— By Calvin Daniels
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